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Office of the Secretary of State 
\Iarch Fong Eu 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
May 27, 1980 
Elections Division 
(916) 445-0820 
TO: ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS/COUNTY CLERKS/PROPONENTS 
FROM: CASHMERE 1'1. APPERSON - ELECTIONS TECHNICIAN 
You are hereby notified that the proponents of the 
hereinafter named proposed Initiative Statute have 
suspended signature gathering. The petition has failed 
and no further action is necessary. 
TITLE: MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL SALES TAX 
SUMMARY DATE: JANUARY 3, 1980 
PROPONENTS: WILLIAM PASLAY AND LE ROY W. BONHAM 
11436 Old River School Road, Downey, CA 90241 • (213) 928·2541 
ATEMENT BY BILL PASLAY t CHAIRMAN ABOLISH GASOLINE SALES TAX COtMITfEE 
In the past 100 days, over 300,000 Californians have signed initiative 
petitions demanding relief from the unfair gasoline sales tax. 
During the course of this campaign we found many Californians unaware 
they even paid this tax, or believing all of the money went to tranepor-
'ta.tiOft .• We found Californians were appalled to learn that the sales tax 
is a tax on a tax and that the general fund reaps a windfall each time OPEC 
raises gasoline prices. 
The service station industry believes the motoring consumer deserves 
relief from the tremendous tax burden placed on gasoline. Presently it 
totals over 20~ per gallon and is going higher. 
We are proud of our role in bringing the inequities of this tax before 
the public we are also proud of the support we received from courageous 
public offi.daIs including Congressman Barry Goldwater Jr., Senators Bill 
Campbell and Ollie Speraw and Assemblymen Dennis Brown, Dave Stirling and 
Don Rogers. 
It is apparent that we will not gather sufficient signatures to qualify 
for the November ballot. It should be understood by everyone that this is 
a result of early organizational and fund raising problems which denied us 
one third of the allowed time to gather signatures and not a measure of the 
public support for the initiative. Indeed, dealers from across the State 
report a 90% acceptance rate from their customers. 
During the course of this campaign, Assemblyman Walter Ingalls came 
forward with a responsible alternative - ACA-74. 
ACA-74 clearly does not go as far in providing the consumer tax relief 
~1 
as we would like. It does however provide some important improvements. 
First, it ends the tax on a tax provisions of the present sales tax. 
It is unexcusible that the State will collect sales tax on a top of excise 
tax. 
Secondly, it insures the revenue will to to streets, highways and 
transit, where it was always supposed to go rather than providing the 
general fund with a windfall. The endangerment of highway and transit projects 
was the only critism leveled at the initiative during the course of the 
campaign. 
The service station industry believes that inequities in the sales tax 
must be reformed now. 
Accordingly we are proud to endorse ACA-74, and to offer our support to 
Assemblyman Ingalls. The reforms contained in ACA-74 are both responsible 
and meaningful. We are pleased to be able to work with Hr. Ingalls in 
obtaining a measure of justice for the California motorists. 
In closing let me say that if ACA-74 should fail, we are both prepared 
and eager to begin again the initiative process, either to repeal or diminish 
this tax. The next time out we will succeed. 
11436 Old River School Road, Downey, CA 90241 • (213) 928-2541 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday 
(May 20, 1980) 
CONTACT: Keith Curry (213) 928-2541 
Bill Paslay, Chairman of the Abolish Gasoline Sales Tax Initiative today 
announced he was suspending signature gathering efforts and endorsing ACA-74, 
an alternative measure authored by Assemblyman Walter Ingalls (D-Riverside). 
The Gasoline Sales Tax Initiative was a grass roots effort by California 
Service Station Owners to repeal the 6~ sales tax on gasoline. 
The tax is considered unfair because it increases automatically as the 
price of gas rises and is imposed on top of federal and state highway taxes. 
With the tremendous increases in gas prices in recent years the state 
general fund is reaping a windfall of several hundred thousand dollars. 
Service stati,on dealers were able to obtain 320,000 of the 346,000 
signatures needed to Qualify for the ballot. Failure to Qualify was attributed 
to the lateness in getting petitions printed which lost one-third of the 
allowable time for signature collection, and fund raising problems. $61,000 
was raised and spent. 
ACA-74 would remove the tax on tax provisions of the sales tax and direct 
all revenue to highways and transit which was the original intent of the tax. 
This will end the windfall to the state general fund. 
The measure must be approved 2/3 vote of the legislature and be voted 
on in the November election. 
In welcoming the support of Paslay and the Abolish Gasoline Sales Tax 
MORE MORE 
~1 
Committee Ingalls said. 
"I am pleased to receive the support of the Service Station Industry 
for ACA-74 it can truly be said that your efforts have been the catalyst 
for the reform of the gasoline sales tax. 
The independent service station owners of California have responsibly 
demonstrated their concern for the California gasoline consumer. Now it 
is up to the legislature to respond in an equally responsible manner by 
passing ACA-74." 
Paslay indicated "If the legislature fails to act favorably on ACA-74 
the industry is prepared to begin a new initiative to repeal or diminish 
the tax for the 1982 ballot." 
A copy of Mr. Paslay's remarks are attached. 
Office of the Secretary of State 
:\Iarch Fong Eu 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
January 3, 1980 
TO ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 
Elections Division 
(916) 445-0820 
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, there is transmitted 
herewith a copy of the Title and Summary prepared by the Attorney 
General on a proposed Initiative Measure entitled: 
MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL SALES TAX -- INITIATIVE STATUTE 
Circulating and Filing Schedule 
1. Minimum number of signatures required •.•..••.••....••• 346,119 
Constitution II, 8(b). 
2. Official Summary Date .•••••••••••••••••••••. Thursday, 1/03/80 
Elections Code Section 3513. 
3. Petition Section: 
a. First day Proponent can circulate 
Sections for signatures ...••.•.•......• Thursday, 1/03/80 
Elections Code Section 3513. 
b. Last day Proponent can circulate and 
file with the county. All Sections 
are to be filed at the same time within 
each county. ••••••••••••••••.•.•.•.•••• Monday, 6/02/80+* 
Elections Code Sections 3513, 3520(a). 
c. Last day for county to determine total 
number of signatures affixed to petition 
and to transmit total to the Secretary 
of State. • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . . . . • • • . • • Monday, 6/09/80 
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a 
date prior to 6/02/80, the county has 5 working days from 
the filing of the petition to determine the total number 
of signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit this 
total to the Secretary of State.) 
Elections Code Section 3520(b). 
+ Date adjusted for official deadline which falls on Sunday. 
Elections Code Section 60. 
* PLEASE NOTE: To Proponents who wish to qualify for the 1980 
General Election. The law allows up to 55 days to county election 
officials f·or checking and reporting petition signatures. The law 
also requires that this process be completed 131 days before the 
election in which the people will vote on any initiative. It is 
possible that the county may not need the whole 55 days. But if you 
want to be sure that this initiative qualifies for the 1980 General 
Election, you should file this petition with the county by May I, 1980. 
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d. Last day for county to determine number of 
qualified electors who have signed the 
petition, and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the 
Secretary of State •••••••••••••••••••• Tuesday, 6/24/80 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the 
counties to determine the number of qualified 
electors who signed the petition on a date 
prior to 6/09/80, the last day is not later 
than the fifteenth day after the notification). 
Elections Code Section 3520(d), (e). 
e. If the signature count is between 311,507 
and 380,731 then the Secretary of State 
notifies counties using the random sampling 
technique to determine validity of all 
signatures. ---
Last day for county to determine actual 
number of all qualified electors who signed 
the petition; and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the 
Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••• Thursday, 7/24/80 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the counties 
to determine the number of qualified electors 
who have signed the petition on a date prior 
to 6/24/80, the last day is not later than 
the thirtieth day after the notification). 
Elections Code Section 3521(b), (c). 
4. Campaign Statements: 
Last day for Proponent to file a Campaign 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditures for 
period ending 6/301$0 •••••••••••••••••• Monday, 7/07/$0 
(If the Secretary of State finds that the 
measure has either qualified or failed to 
qualify on a date earlier than 6/02/80, the 
last date to file is the 35th calendar day 
after the date of notification by the Secretary 
of State that the measure has either qualified 
or failed to qualify. The closing date for 
this campaign statement is 7 days prior to 
the filing deadline). 
Government Code Section 84204. 
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5. The proponents of the above named measure are: 
CMA/slh 
Leroy W. Bonham 
17153 Santa Lucia 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
William Paslay 
12726 Brock Street 
Downey, CA 90241 
(213) 928-3791 
Sincerely, 
WILLIAM N. DURLEY 
Assistant to the Secretary of State 
for Elections and Political Reform 
~~.~ 
CASHMERE M. APPERSON 
Elections Technician 
NOTE TO PROPONENT(S): Your attention is directed to Elections Code 
Sections 41, 44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3516, 3517, and 3519 for 
appropriate format and type considerations in printing, typing, and 
otherwise preparing your initiative petition for circulation and 
signatures. Your attention is further directed to the campaign 
disclosure and petition circulating requirements of the Political 
Reform Act of 1974, Government Code Sections 81000 et ~. 
Law Offices 
MURPHY, THORNTON, HINERFELD & CAHILL 
Richard A.Murphy 
Timothy M. Thornton. 
Robert E. Hinerfeld 
John D. Cahill 
6"11 West Sixth Street, Suite 1610 Los Angeles,California 90017 Telephone (213) 624-9900 
FEDERAL EXPRESS 
RICHARD HARTLIND, ESQ. 
Assistant Attorney General 
555 Capital Mall 
Suite 350 
Sacramento. CA 95814 
8 November 1979 
Re: Proposed California Initiative 
Dear Mr. Hartlind: 
David Elson 
Wallace l.Rosvall 
Mary K. Carlson 
Lawrence W. Somerv.ille 
of Counsel 
We represent Hr. Leroy Walter Bonham and Hr. William 
Paslay, the proponents of an initiative to repeal certain 
sections of the Revenue and Taxation Code and enact a new 
section 6357 in their place. We enclose the original and 
three copies of the proposed California initiative pro-
posed by Hessrs. Bonham and Paslay. We also enclose a 
cashier's check made payable to the State of California 
for $200. 
We understand that your office will be involved in the 
preparation of a summary and title for the initiative. If 
you need any further documentation or information. please 
do not hesitate to call me. 
When you have received this letter and the enclosures, 
would you be so kind as to return one of the copies of the 
proposed initiative in the enclosed, self-addressed, stamped 
envelope noting on the copy the date on "\;·lhich you received 
the initiative. 
Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation in this 
matter. . ........ 
Sincerely, 
.tJ ;1 4- S- / / /" ~/7 
. Y\ 'rf~ C. /c .. -c.·-~-f~4·· 
ROBERT E. HINERFELD 
REH:pf 
Enclosures 
~tutt uf Q!uUfnrl1iu 
irpartmrut nf lJustitt 
(J;rnrgr irukmrjiuu 
111111 CAPITOL MALL. SUITE 3110 
(PRONOUNCED DUKE-MAY-GIN) 
Attnrl1ty ~tltrral 
January 3, 1980 
SACRAMENTO 95814 
(916) 445-9555 
F I LED 
In f~. .me. .f tile Secreta of 
Honorable March Fong Eu 
Secretary of State 
1230 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Attn: Rico Nannini 
Re: Initiative Statutory Amendment 
Motor Vehicle Fuel Sales Tax 
Our File No. SA79RF0121 
Dear Mrs. Eu: 
of ,ho Stale of Ca/ifo":niQ SlQte 
JAN-J 1980 
Pursuant to the prov1s10ns of sections 3503 and 3513 
of the Elections Code, you are hereby informed that on this day 
we mailed to Leroy W. Bonham and William Paslay, as proponents, 
the following title and summary: 
MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL SALES TAX. INITIATIVE 
STATUTE. Repeals present statutes imposing 
a sales tax on motor vehicle fuel and enacts 
in place thereof a statute exempting motor 
vehicle fuels from the sales tax. Fiscal 
impact: Adoption of proposal would reduce 
state sales tax receipts by $400,000,000 in 
1980-81 and by $850,000,000 in 1981-82. 
Local sales tax revenue would be reduced 
by $100,000,000 in 1980-81 and $225,000,000 
in 1981-82. State payments to local govern-
ment, including schools, could be reduced 
up to $1.25 billion in 1981-82. 
Enclosed herewith is a declaration of mailing thereof, 
and a copy of the proposed measure. 
Honorable March Fong Eu -2-
According to information available in our records 
the addresses and phone numbers of the proponents of this 
measure are as stated on the declaration of mailing. 
RDM:ac 
Encls. 
Very truly yours, 
George Deukmejian 
Attorney General 
/l-cA-.) fr~-4 
Richard D. Martland 
Assistant Attorney General 
PROPOSED CALIFOru~IA INITIATIVE 
The undersigned, being duly registered voters of 
the state of California in the County of Los Angeles, pro-
pose the following initiative: 
Repeal Sections 6357, 6357.1, and 6357.2 of 
Division 2, Part 1, of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and 
enact in place thereof the following: 
§6357. Motor vehicle fuel; liquified 
petroleum gas; exception for 
aircraft jet fuel; taxable sales 
There are exempted from the taxes imposed 
by this part the gross receipts from the distri-
butions of and the storage, use, or other consump-
tion in this state of motor vehicle fuel, except 
aircraft jet fuel, the distributions of which in 
this state are subject to the tax imposed by Part 2 
(coI!lI!lencing at Section 7301) of this division and 
1iquified petroleum gas the use of which is subject 
to the tax imposed by Part 3 of this division, and 
not subject to refund. 
The Controller shall collect the sales tax 
upon sales of motor vehicle fuel which are subject 
to tax and refund under Part 2 of this division and 
the use tax when applicable to the storage, use or 
other consuoption of such fuel by way of deduction 
from refunds othervlise allowable under that part. He 
shall transfer the amount of the deductions from the 
!lotor Vehicle Fuel Fund to the Re
1
ta;1 sales ... ':)'und. 
Ii / ,,#1 .I /&" 
Present registered address: 
17153 Santa Lucia 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
-,,/ I ,/ r; 
.-' ~<d ,v U~/1 ,7~.a, 6.-, 
IL lAM PASLAY 
Present registered address: 
12726 Brock Street 
Downey, CA 90241 
Previous registered address: 
7827 Luxor Street 
Dmmey, CA 902l~1 
DECLAR..'\TION OF SERVICE BY l'L4.IL 
I, Anne Chapman , declare as 
follmvs: I am over the age of 18 years, and not a party 
to the 'tvithin action; my place of employment and business 
address is 555 Capitol NaIl, Suite 350, Sacramento, 
California 95814. 
On January 3, 1980 , I served the attached 
letter to Honorable March Fong Eu, Secretary of State, dated 
January ,1980, re: Initiative Statutory Amendment--
Motor Vehicle Fuel Sales Tax (our file No. SA79RF012l), 
by placing a true copy thereof in an envelope addressed to 
each of the persons named below at the address set out immed-
iately below each respective name;. and by sealing and deposit-
ing said envelope in the United States Hail at Sacramento, 
California, with postage thereon fully prepaid. There is 
delivery service by United States Mail at each of the places 
so addressed, or there is regular cornmunication by mail 
bet't'7een the place of mailing and each of the places so addressed: 
Leroy W. Bonham 
17153 Santa Lucia 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
William Paslay 
12726 Brock St. 
Downey, CA 90241 
213/928-3791 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 
is t~ue and correct. 
Executed on January 3, 1980 
California. 
, at Sacrar::tento, 
